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Aaron Spencer Fogleman and Robert Hanserd (eds.), Five Hundred African Voices: A Catalog of
Published Accounts by Africans Enslaved in the Transatlantic Slave Trade, 1586-1936
(Philadelphia: American Philosophical Society, 2022).

Catalog number:
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Name(s) of African providing account:

Mariano Gangá

Date account recorded:

1843

Date account first published:

1996

Date of entry creation:
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Source:
English translation of statement printed on p. 187 in VOICES OF THE
ENSLAVED IN NINETEENTH-CENTURY CUBA: A DOCUMENTARY HISTORY, edited
by Gloria García Rodríguez. Translated by Nancy L. Westrate. Chapel Hill: University of North
Carolina Press, 2011. Copyright © 2011 by the University of North Carolina Press. Used by
permission of the publisher. www.uncpress.org.

Comments:

None

Text of Account:
English translation –
p. 187:
“Statement of Mariano Ganga, over twenty-five, field hand on the ingenio San Rafael with fortynine slaves, owned by Blas Cuesta.
. . . He was sleeping in his hut like everyone else when the master called him. He got up, and the
master told [the slaves] that wicked people were coming to set fire to the houses, the huts, and
the pigpens. If they were able, they should resist them and not allow them to do any such thing
on this farm. They immediately went to the factory courtyard, and from there they could already
make out the fire at San Lorenzo. On seeing this, they resolved to defend the interests of their
master and themselves to the death. They advanced to meet the aggressors, but as they were only
a few men and they saw a large mob of mutineers approaching the ingenio, they had to cede
ground and retreat to the ingenio factories. The rebels entered the factory courtyard from two
different directions. Some tried to put a torch to the bagasse houses, and others wanted to enter
the master’s big house, but the ingenio’s slaves were able to dissuade them, offering to follow
them in their undertaking, just as the mutineers had hoped. At this, the rebels continued their
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spree, abandoning the ingenio, coming to rest quite a distance from there. At almost the same
time, the troop of cavalry and many other compatriots on horseback arrived and went through the
ingenio, engaging the rebels in battle, inflicting many casualties . . .”
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